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TOWN OF WATERVILLE VALLEY 

GUIDELINES FOR ESTABLISHING RESIDENCY 

 

 The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Waterville Valley and the State of New Hampshire 

have established guidelines to aid in the determination of a person’s status for “domicile” which is 

also know as a “residency” in the Town. 

 

 New Hampshire State Law says the determination of one’s domicile is a question of factual 

physical presence, incorporating an intention to reside for an indefinite period.  Further, domicile is 

that place in which a person dwells on a continuing basis for a significant portion of each year.  A 

person’s intention to reside and his actual physical presence must coincide.  The mere fact that 

someone intends or wants to make a town his domicile is insufficient.  The person must actually live 

there (see attached NH RSA 654:1). 

 

 New Hampshire law further says, “A resident or inhabitant or both of this state and of any 

city, town, or other political subdivision of this state shall be a person who is domiciled or has a 

place of abode or both in this state or in any city, town or other political subdivision of this state, and 

who has, through all his actions, demonstrated a current intent to designate that place of abode as his 

principal place of physical presence for the indefinite future to the exclusion of all others (see 

attached NH RSA 21:6). 

 

 New Hampshire state statute requires all automobile insurance policyholders to sign a 

Statement of Residency Form (see attached example form) for new and renewal automobile policies.  

This statute defines a resident as “A person who maintains his or her true, fixed and permanent 

domicile within the State of New Hampshire and does not claim domicile in any other state for any 

purpose.  Falsely claiming to be a New Hampshire resident carries a severe penalty under New 

Hampshire Law.  This law was legislated in collaboration with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

in a determination as to a basis for residency relative to the great number of Massachusetts residents 

who are claiming “residency” in New Hampshire for the benefit of car registrations, insurance rate 

benefits, etc.  Falsely claiming to be a resident of New Hampshire for insurance purposes, may make 

the claimant subject to prosecution, imprisonment of one year and a fine of $2,000 (see attached NH 

RSA 417-A:3-b). 

 

 The Selectmen historically have decided each request for residency on its individual merits.  

Waterville Valley has a number of second-home property owners who are gainfully employed 

elsewhere, lease or own living space elsewhere, spend the majority, or a large portion, of their time 

elsewhere; and are, therefore, not considered as “domiciled” in Waterville Valley—although they 

would like to be.  Weekend use of property shall not be considered a principal “domicile” and the 

applicant shall not be considered a “resident”. 

 

 

 

 

 


